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DEATH OF ABNER PALMER WOODWORTH. 

An Early and Honored Member of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. 



In the death of Abner P. Woodworth, for years presi- 
dent of the First National Bank of Robinson, that city 
and Crawford county mourns the loss of an eminent and 
beloved citizen, one who has been a foremost and central 
figure in promoting the welfare of her people, and who 
on every occasion has been a leader in the progress of the 
county of his birth. 

His death came peacefully and quietly early Sunday 
morning, November 12, 1911, at the old home on East 
Main street. Although his advanced age had rendered 
the condition of his health uncertain, no illness heralded 
the approach of death, and on the afternoon before, he 
was at his place of business, apparently in his usual 
health and spirits. 

Abner Palmer Woodworth was born on the 20th day 
of June A. D., 1829, near the village of Palestine, HI., and 
died in Robinson, Crawford county, 111. on the 12th day 
of November, A. D. 1911. 

His father, John S. Woodworth* was an early pioneer, 
having come to the county in 1814. He was the second 
sheriff of Crawford county. A strong man of high in- 
telligence and always prominent and influential in the 
affairs of the church, the neighborhood and the county, 
his children were given all the education that the com- 
mon and select schools of the period could give, and Abner 
P. was given two years at Hanover College. 

After a year of experience as clerk in the store of John 
Lagow at Princeton, Ind., Abner P. Woodworth came to 
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Bobinson and, in a one-story frame building on the cor- 
ner now occupied by the Farmers ' and Producers ' Bank, 
began his career as a merchant, which proved to be 
eminently honorable and successful. 

While yet engaged in selling goods the necessity of a 
banking business in Robinson became apparent and to 
meet this necessity Mr. Woodworth established the Robin- 
son Bank. Under his wise and conservative management 
the business of the bank constantly increased. Partners 
were taken and it was recognized as one of the strongest 
private banks in the state. In 1896 the bank was re- 
organized as the First National Bank of Robinson, of 
which Mr. Woodworth continued to be president until his 
death. . , i*ffil| 

His interest in all matters relating to the improvement 
of Crawford county, and of Robinson, was intelligent and 
earnest. In 1875, to secure the construction of the 
railroad via Robinson, he put into it all the money and 
property he then possessed. The like spirit has governed 
his conduct in relation to all other public enterprises. 

During his active life he was a good judge, and a great 
lover of horses, and an exceedingly neat and successful 
farmer. 

He was a charter member of the Republican party, 
and conscientiously believed in the principles and policies 
upon which it was organized. He was an honored and 
consistent member of the Presbyterian church. His life 
exemplified the religion that he professed. 

For half a century Abner P. Woodworth was a prom- 
inent leader in the business of Crawford county, and so 
blamelessly did he live and so honorably did he conduct 
his business affairs, and so faithfully did he discharge the 
duties and keep the obligations of his citizenship that no 
charge of unfaithfulness or wrongdoing ever has been or 
ever can be laid to his charge. 
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August 18, 1868, he was married to Miss Ellen King 
of Binghampton, N. Y., who survives him and who has 
the sincere sympathy of the entire community in which 
she and her deceased husband have lived ever since their 
marriage. 

For two years past the burden of the years has been 
pressing hard upon him and visibly exhausting his 
physical powers. The firm, elastic step with which he so 
long walked the ways of life and business grew shorter 
and slower. His vitality gradually lessened, until at last 
without apparent struggle or conscious pain he fell into 
that sleep which knows no waking in this mortal life. 
His eyes were closed only to open again when greeted by 
the breaking light of a resurrection into life eternal. 

The funeral services were conducted at the Woodworth 
home on East Main street, Eobinson, 111., Rev. Harvey 
W. White of the Presbyterian church officiating. The 
remains were laid to rest in the city cemetery. 



EDWIN BEECHER, A PIONEER LAWYER OF 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 

Contributed by John L. Cooper, of Fairfield, 111. 

Judge Edwin Beecher was born in Herkimer county, 
New York, on the 11th day of September, 1819, and 
resided there until the year 1837, when he went to Ohio, 
where his father's family had preceded him. 

In Ohio he attended Granville College, now Dennison 
University, for two years, after which he began the study 
of the law in the office of Henry Standberry, at Lancaster, 
Ohio. In 1843 he was admitted as an attorney at law, 
and in 1844 came to Illinois. The trip was made by boat 
from Cincinnati to St. Louis, and from there to Belleville, 
thence to Carlyle, thence to Salem and from there to 
Fairfield by various "stages," there being no other 
regular mode of conveyance at that time. 



